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indexed. Not illustrated. 1922 Excerpt: .not fully completed as a collection until centuries aFer most of the books
gathered into it had been written. The use of the Greek version or the Septuagint canon of the Old Testament
can hardly be said to have been a matter of gradual adoption in the early Church. There is a practically
complete unanimity, undisturbed until St. Jerome s time, who sought to restore the Hebraica Veritas, among
the Fathers and ecclesiastical writers from the first to the fourth century, as to the superior value for doctrinal
verification of the Old Testament teaching, of the Greek or Septuagint version. Witnesses to this fact are
Clement of Rome, the Didach, Barnabas, Hermas, Polycarp, Justin, Athenagoras, Irenaeus, Clement of
Alexandria, Hippolytus, Tertullian, the early Latin versions (Itala), the Hexapla, the Lucianian version, and the
early Coptic-Sahidic translations. Here we find unquestionable testimony that the Septuagint was the one
version to which the early Christians referred without the least misgiving in their controversies with Jewish
theologians, as well as in their catechetical and homiletic instructions. That the Greek Canon of the Bible was
recognized by the early Christian converts from Judaism is furthermore apparent from the use made of it by
those who defected from the Church and aJected to draw their arguments for so doing from the recognized
version of the Scriptures. These arguments are embodied in the tenets of the earliest heretics--the Nestorians,
the Monophysites of Syria and Ethiopia, the Copts, Armenians and Oriental schismatics, and...
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