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SUMMARY : In this book the author examines Europe at the beginning of the 16th century. Strangely enough by
that time Italy was the center of Europe. The Italian peninsula was for a long time part of the Holy Roman
Empire until the 13th century. Since then new small states under rich patrons started to emerge. During the
15th century Italy was consisted of many states hostile to each other. The outcome of this situation was almost
constant war. It was the rivalry between Charles V (Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire and the King of Spain)
and Francis I (the King of France) which in many times triggered these wars. Both were extremely powerful and
wanted to rule Europe, if not the world. So they fought many wars but none could totally subdue the other. Plus
they both had to deal with the Ottoman Turks. They had emerged from Asia during the 13th century and by
1500 they expanded to both sides of the Aegean Sea. During the 16th century they collided with the Hungarians
at the plains of Central Europe. The Spanish Emperor had to answer back. So he attacked the Turks during
1532. The Spanish Emperor Charles V wanted to protect his colonies in North Africa which were...
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